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          arch 13, 2014, marks the one year 
          anniversary of Holy Father, Pope 
          Francis, being elected the leader of the
          Catholic Church. What a difference 
          a year can make!
 A poll in December showed 88% of 
American Catholics approved of how Pope 
Francis was handling the job as leader of the 
world’s 1.2 billion church members.
 Pope Francis has struck a chord, not only 
with Catholics, but with millions of others 
outside the faith. He’s done this by doing two 
things: being nice and practicing what he 
preaches. There are those who hoped this Pope 
would be all about standing Catholic dogma 
on its head and finally telling people they can 
do whatever they want. But he’s not doing that. 
What is clear is that he’s changing the tone of 
the church—not by changing the content, but 
by going around doing things that would make 
Jesus smile.
 From the very beginning, Pope Francis has 
made it a habit of shooting from the hip and 
surprising people. From being the first Pope 
to take the name Francis, to stopping to ask 
the world to pray for him before he gave his 
first papal blessing, to not living in the papal 
apartments, to taking a “selfie” with a group of 
students at the Vatican, to cold-calling people 
who had sent him letters, to sneaking out of the 
Vatican to feed the homeless. 
 However, he has also changed the tone 
of the Church by raising eyebrows with 
his statements on homosexuality and by 
questioning the effects of capitalism on our 
materialistic world. He has challenged those in 
the church who in his opinion, seem to be  

focused only on such issues such as abortion 
and contraception, instead of other impor-
tant issues such as helping the poor and 
marginalized. 
 But why are we so surprised? Doesn’t all of 
this remind us of someone? Isn’t Jesus recorded 
as having done the same sorts of things? Pope 
Francis got the ideas from Jesus. So why are  
we surprised?
 Many of our youth and some parents 
have known only three Popes in their lifetime 
and each in their own way has had a positive 
influence on how we are to center our lives on 
Christ. Pope John Paul II loved us. He showed 
and encouraged us to develop a relationship 
with the person of Jesus Christ. Pope Benedict, 
not only a great leader but a great theologian in  
his own right, formed us                   CONTINUED 
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POPE FRANCIS (continued from page 1)    

by teaching us what we, as a Church, believe. And now, Pope 
Francis, is challenging us to live out Christ’s message of love  
and compassion.
 Pope Francis is winning the world over. Time Magazine even  
named him as its “2013 Person of the Year.” The articles states: 

    “At a time when the limits of leadership are 
 being tested in so many places, along comes 
 a man with no army or weapons, no kingdom 
 beyond a tight fist of land in the middle of 
 Rome but with the immense wealth and 
 weight of history behind him, to throw down 
 a challenge.” 

 For Pope Francis, one of those challenges is Catholic 
Education. Pope Francis called Catholic Education “one of 
the most important challenges for the Church,” because it is 
undergoing constant transformation. Catholic schools and 
universities are being attended by many students who are not 
Christian or do not believe. But Catholic educational institutions 
are to offer to all an approach to education that has as its aim 
the full development of the person. Full development not only 
means knowledge, but it also includes, with full respect for the 
freedom of each person and using the methods appropriate to the 
scholastic environment, the Christian belief, that Jesus Christ is 

the meaning of life, the cosmos and history. In other words, to 
paraphrase Pope Francis, he has asked us to not “water down your 
faith in Jesus Christ.”
 The Pope also said that the challenge to educators is that they 
must speak to be understood by the younger generation. “Every 
educator —and the Church as a whole is an educating mother—is 
required to change, in the sense of knowing how to communicate 
with the young.”
 So how do we do that at Holy Trinity Catholic Schools? How 
can we be more effective in dialoging with our youth the gift of 
our faith and then spread that Good News to the world?  Do 
we need new programs? More exciting and entertaining ways to 
express our faith? No. All we have to do is look no further than to 
the example of our Pope Francis in showing us an old way we have 
almost forgotten to walk. That is, when it comes to our Catholic 
faith we are not to be observers of it, but get involved in it. To let it 
permeate every aspect of our lives. At the World Youth Day in Rio, 
Pope Francis told the crowd, “Don’t be observers, but immerse 
yourself in the reality of life, as Jesus did.” We have an outstanding 
leader and example of our Catholic faith that is challenging and 
changing the world in which we live just by being who we are all 
called to be—Jesus Christ.  HTC

NOTE: Father Bruce DeRammelaere is Pastor at St. James the Less in 
St. Paul and St. John the Baptist in Houghton.

HTC Dance Team Wins State Honors

    n December, the Holy Trinity Dance Team traveled to Des Moines to perform 
    their Pom routine at the Iowa State Dance/Drill Team competition. They came 
    away with a Division One rating and a first place trophy for Division One Pom. 
In addition to that honor, they also received a plaque for Distinguished Academics 
with an average GPA of 3.79 at the Iowa State Dance/Drill Team competition. 
What an honor! Back row: Rachel Ferguson, Maria Vonderhaar, Maggie Baker and 
Alyssa Hemann. Front row: Paige Hansen, Jamie Sobczak and Elizabeth Barr.  HTC
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Tinguely Named To 
The Academic All-State 
Volleyball Team 

       ongratulations to Kristen Tinguely 
       who has been named to the Aca-  
       demic All-State Volleyball Team. 
The criteria for making the team (other 
than being a senior) is to have an ACT 
score of 27 or higher and a GPA of 
3.75 or higher which makes this award 
AWESOME. We’re so proud of Kristen 
and her many accomplishments on and 
off the court this season.  HTC
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A Game Like No Other!
       o celebrate Catholic Schools Week, Elementary Principal 
       Michael Sheerin organized a Globetrotters-like basketball 
       game between the faculty and our Varsity Basketball teams. 
Parents, priests, faculty, staff, students, and even school nurse 
Mary Kay Bevering joined in the fun. The pictures say it all!  HTC
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A Teachers and staff prepare for battle! B Mr. Sheerin warming up for the 
game. C  Mr. Sheerin had the most fun of all! D Mrs. Arevalo shows her moves. 
E Ms. Holliday dunks it! F Father Hoffman, Father Spring and Nurse Mary 
Kay Bevering prepare to help those in need of medical attention while Ms. 
Holliday G refuses to let go of the ball.
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        his year’s Dinner Theater performance by the HTC Drama 
        Department was a special one for Mr. Robert Rippenkroeger 
as it was the 40th performance that he has directed during his 
years at Aquinas and Holy Trinity. 
 Mr. Ripp inherited directing the school plays in 1974, four 
years after he began teaching at Aquinas, and has been at it ever 
since. At that time the plays were performed in the Aquinas gym 
until 1987 when it was suggested they have a dinner theater and 
use what is now McAleer Hall.
 This year’s performance, “It’s Murder in the Wings” was held 
November 9th and 10th.  HTC

Five seniors performed in their last dinner theater this year. Pictured, left to right: 
Alisha Saathoff, Megan Burk, Jena Vonderhaar, Angela Bentler and Andy Olson.

Mr. Ripp Directs
His 40th Play
T

       he first round of the 2014 National Geographic 
       Bee was held at Holy Trinity Catholic Schools on 
       January 7, 2014. This contest is held for students 
in the fourth through eighth grades in thousands of 
schools across the United States. The students at Holy 
Trinity Elementary participated in classroom rounds 
with the top 10 students participating in the qualifying 
round. Those students were: Kassi Randolph, Mitchell 
Pothitakis, Jack Blint, Chandler Rung, Taylor Crabtree, 
Vasin Thurman, Claire Graham, Jacob Mohrfeld, Wyatt 
Hellman and Miguel Trejo.
 Miguel Trejo (on left) was the overall winner for 
grades 4-6 and will now advance to the next level of 
competition. Participants must also submit a written 
exam to determine state competitors. The state level 
Geography Bee will be held Friday, April 4, 2014 in 
Ames. Sam Avery, (right) a 7th grade student was the 
Bee winner from the Jr/Sr High. 
 We wish Miguel and Sam good luck as they 
prepare for the next round. Miguel is the son of Hector 
and Denise Trejo of Fort Madison, Sam is the son of 
Mike and Susan Avery of Fort Madison.  HTC

HTC Students Advance 
in Geography Bee

T

HTC Students Named to 
National Honor Society

       ifteen new members were inducted into the Holy Trinity
n     Catholic National Honor Society at a ceremony in November. 
       Front row: Bryce Walljasper, Maria Vonderhaar, 
Katherine Schierbrock, Jamie Sobczak, Paige Hansen, 
Rachel Ferguson and Meggie Meyer. Back row: Tyler 
Delaney, Luke Fullenkamp, Chris Schierbrock, Blake 
Hellweg, Sabrina Menke, Mikaela Foecke and Nicole 
Wilkens. Not pictured: Lauren Pothitakis.  HTC
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We would like to start highlighting Alumni marriages, 
births, anniversaries, special awards, etc. in future 
newsletters. Please notify us if you have anything you 
would like to share: donna.borst@holytrinityschools.org.



         ikaela Foecke, a junior at Holy Trinity, 
          has been named Iowa’s Gatorade® Volleyball 
          Player of the Year for 2013-2014. The 
award, which recognizes not only outstanding 
athletic excellence, but also high standards of 
academic achievement and exemplary character 
demonstrated on and off the court, distinguishes 
Mikaela as Iowa’s best high school volleyball 
player. Mikaela’s other awards this year include: 
the Iowa Girls Coaches Association Player of the 
Year, captain of the Class 1A All-State Tournament 
Team, and the Des Moines Register Elite All-State 
team—just to name a few. Mikaela also starred for 
the US Girls’ Youth National Team which captured 
a silver medal at the World Championships in 
Thailand this past August.  HTC

       he Holy Trinity Crusaders ended up second in the State 
  Volleyball Tournament capping off an extremely successful 
       season. The Crusaders had only three losses going into 
the state tournament and those losses were to three Class 5A 
schools. Mikaela Foecke was named the Class 1A all-tournament 

team captain and Madelyn Orton also made the all-tournament 
team. The Crusaders will lose only three seniors for next season 
so will no doubt be right back at the tournament knocking on 
the door of the state championship.  HTC

HTC Volleyball Team 2nd at State

T

HTC Junior Named Gatorade Iowa Volleyball Player of the Year
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SPEAKING OF VOLLEYBALL...



         he theme for this year’s Homecoming was “Keep it Classy” and the kids had a great 
        time celebrating this special time of year. 
   Not only did they dress up for “special days,” they had a great time at the dance, 
the coronation and the basketball games—and we have the pictures to prove it. Colin 
Kassmeyer and Kristin Tinguely were crowned King and Queen with last year’s 
Royalty (Justin Menke and Rachel Kempker) returning to do the coronation honors. 
 This year’s Homecoming was also a great success due to a strong contingent of 
alumni returning to visit. They were invited to the Alumni Hospitality Room at the 
Jr./Sr. High and to attend an event after the basketball games where they enjoyed, 
food, drink, reminiscing and Karaoke. If you would like to keep up-to-date on Alumni 
happenings, please join our FB page: Holy Trinity Crusaders.  HTC

2014 Homecoming: Keep It Classy

Pictured, front row, left to right: Molly Conrad, Alisha Saathoff, Megan Burk, Angela Bentler, Kristen 
Tinguely and Hallie Garrels. Back row: Dylan Menke, Colin Kassmeyer, Ben Votroubek, Nick Krone, 
Zach Taylor and Dustin Meierotto.
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Nick Peitz and Marcy (Thompson) Henrich wore their sashes 
to celebrate the 10-year anniversary of their reign as Marquette 
Homecoming King and Queen.

TOP LEFT Rocking in the 70s are Sam Harmeyer, Taylor 
Mohrfeld, Dylan Menke, Dustin Meierotto, Molly Conrad 
and Abby Steffensmeier. TOP RIGHT Celebrating the 60s 
are sophomores Abby Boeding, Madelyn Orton and Olivia 
Johnson. ABOVE Showing off their ugly sweaters are Maggie 
Baker, Katherine Schierbrock, Danika Roth and Luis Rascon.



Jenny Devine 
HTC Class of 2006
Jenny Devine has been quite busy since she graduated from Holy 
Trinity in 2006 and has had some pretty amazing experiences 
along the way. She graduated from Georgetown University with a 
Major in Government and History and a Minor in Environmental 
Science. She is currently taking graduate classes at John Hopkins 
University working towards a Master of Science in Climate 
Policy and Environment. Jenny graduated Cum Laude from 
Georgetown and was a member of Phi Sigma Government Honor 
Society, Phi Alpha Theta History Honor Society and received the 
Distinguished Service Key for Service to the Community and 
Nation from the Alpha Phi Omega Service Fraternity.
 Jenny is now living in Washington, DC and is working as a 
Legislative Correspondent for the Office of Dave Loesback (U.S. 
Representative from Iowa) and as a Research Assistant for Dr. 
Timothy Beach who is the Chair of the Department of Science, 
Technology and International Affairs at Georgetown University.

We asked Jenny to give more information about her career and 

how she got where she is today, and she said:

 “One of the things that stuck out to me when I was younger 
was that it seemed like our part of the state was slowly but steadily 
losing both people and jobs. It soon became clear to me that the 
best way to make significant change on a large scale is through 
policy-making and our political process. 
 Today, I am a legislative correspondent handling constituent 
correspondence on a wide variety of policy issues. In this capacity, 

Where Are 
 They Now? 

ALUMNI NEWS

I have learned a lot both about the 
policy-making process as well as the 
big issues often at the center of Con-
gressional debate and action. I’m proud 
to be able to serve in some capacity in 
my home district Congressional office. 
It has also been a great opportunity to 
give back in some small way to my 
community and learn how to make a 
long term impact. I also spend my 
evenings and weekends in the lab as a 
research assistant for a professor at 
Georgetown and I’m taking grad 
school classes at John Hopkins 
University to keep busy in what’s left of my free time.
 It has been a long journey to get here. Along the way, I took 
a year off from college to work as a junior level staffer during the 
2008 caucus and primary campaign. At my young age, and with 
my relative inexperience, the state staff took a big chance on me 
by hiring me, and I was at that time the youngest staffer in Iowa 
working for a caucus campaign. However, I picked it up quickly 
and it led to me traveling to several states with the campaign 
including Minnesota, Texas, Mississippi, and Indiana. 
 When I returned to Georgetown University, I learned even 
more about the political process and organization management 
through my internships and volunteer positions. I organized 11 
weekly service projects on my campus that produced over 2,500 
community service hours each. During my Senior year I was 
selected to go on a research trip to Belize with the Georgetown 
Science, Technology, and International Affairs Department chair’s 
research team due to my academic achievement in my biology and 
environmental science classes.
 While these things were incredibly illuminating, my passion 
for politics led me to get back on the campaign trail during the 
2012 cycle, and I served first as a regional field director in Iowa, 
and then later as a State Lead during the Inauguration festivities. I 
was able to work behind the scenes on rallies thousands of people 
attended and attend the inauguration close up.

When asked if she had any words of advice for current HTC 

students, this is what Jenny had to say:

 Take advantage of your time in high school. I remember being 
incredibly fixated on my grades, but colleges are looking for more 
than a great GPA. They are looking for leaders. Take the lead on a 
volunteer project at church or in a student activity group; if there 
isn’t an extracurricular activity that you find interesting, start a new 
one yourself. Make your own opportunities to give back.  HTC

A view of the last Presidential Rally where Jenny was in charge of volunteer 
management. Above right, Jenny, with Vice President Joe Biden. 
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WHAT’S NEW? FIND 
OUT INSIDE THE NEW HTC 
SPRING NEWSLETTER.
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YES! I would like to support 
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools’ 
Century Strong Capital Campaign!

  I would like to make a one-time gift of $___________.

I would like to make a $___________ Campaign pledge. NAME/S ___________________________________________                                  

I will make my first pledge payment on __________ (DATE) ADDRESS __________________________________________          

and continue over a period of (CIRCLE ONE)  2  3  4  5  years. CITY ________________________ ST ______ ZIP __________

Please designate my gift to: (CHECK ONE) PHONE __________________________ GRAD YEAR _________                                    

Where needed   Capital Improvements   Technology (CHECKS FOR THESE GIFTS ARE MADE PAYABLE TO HTC CAMPAIGN) 

Teacher Benefits Endowment - Eligible for 25% tax credit (PLEASE MAKE ENDOWED GIFT CHECKS PAYABLE TO HTC EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION)

I would like information on how to include Holy Trinity Catholic Schools in my will or retirement planning.

Please mail this form with your gift to HTC Development Office, 2600 Avenue A, Ft Madison, IA 52627   

Your generous contribution is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. Thank You!


